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Applied Linguists work with 
language in all aspects of its use, 
from baby talk to language in high 
tech domains. In addition to 
finding work as language 
teachers, applied linguists can be 
found working with software 
engineers, health care providers, 
textbook developers, translators, 
website designers, and federal 
and community organizations. 

Students in Applied 
Linguistics will learn 
to

• Understand and solve 
communication problems

• Analyze English language 
structures

• Apply theories of language 
learning 

• Develop their oral and written 
communication

• Gain greater awareness of 
linguistic and cultural diversity

• Explore connections between 
mind, actions and language
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Recent Graduates
Concentration in Applied Linguistics

Brittany Stone Owner of Brainchild Consulting

Since graduating I have had the privilege of working in a 
variety of industries, including politics, education, law, 
and financial services. Today, I own a consulting practice 
that focuses primarily on providing services in strategic 
communications and change management. My versatility 
in the workplace is a direct reflection of my choice to 
pursue Applied Linguistics at UNC Charlotte. I have 
been able to help individuals and organizations identify 
and solve problems and communicate more effectively.

Katie Greene Shoaf U.S. Government 
Employee
I am incredibly grateful to have been a part of the Applied 
Linguistics concentration at UNCC. My husband and I have 
moved several times because he is in the military. Each time, I 
have been able to find job opportunities related to my linguistics 
background.  I have taught ESL courses on military bases as 
well as Introductory Linguistics courses.  Upon moving to 
Washington D.C., I accepted a rewarding position with the 
federal government, a position which was offered largely 
because of my linguistics background.  Experience in linguistics 
is valued both in academia and the labor force, and the program 
at UNCC prepared me to excel in both.  

Abby Dobs Ph.D. from Pennsylvania State 
University, University Instructor
Pursuing an MA in English at UNCC was a transformative 
experience for me. I became a better reader, writer, and thinker. I 
earned my degree while working full time as a K-12 teacher, and 
with the support of devoted professors, I was able to complete, and 
later publish, original classroom research. This research has 
repeatedly proven instrumental to my subsequent endeavors in 
applied linguistics and set me apart from other applicants when I 
applied to competitive PhD programs. I now have the privilege of 
teaching linguistics courses at Greensboro College and UNCC, 
where my former professors continue to lend me their support as 
colleagues.


