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NOTE 


Special thaob go to the following people who helped 
with this event: 


Dean Nancy Gutieaez 
College of Libenl Al:ts and Sciences 


Lynn Robetson 


i\<lru Li Mttiioz 


Paula Eckard 


English Graduate Student Association 


English Department Staff 


Angie Williams 


Jennie MttSsington 


Monica Alston 








ConrfmJa/lons. Postmodern Contestations (University oflowa 
Press, 1999); Romanticism ond Children's Literoturg In 
Nlnetemth-Centwy England (University of Georgia Press, 
1991); and Time of Beauty, Time of Fear: 11re Romonllc 
Legacy In the Literature of Childhood(University of Iowa 
Press, 2012). Jim's interest in creative nonfiction is reflected in 
the publication of his memoir, In the Shadow of the Bear: A 
Michigan Memoir (Michigan State University Press, 2010). 


Throughout his career at UNC Charlotte, Jim took seriously his 
role as a University citizen. He played a variety of leadership 
roles in the English Department including a term as the English 
Graduate Coordinator, but he also performed important service 
roles beyond the English Department. He served as the Faculty 
President in 1987-1988, and he held the position of Assistant 
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences from 1988 through 
1993. He also served as the Interim Chair of the Department of 
Dance and Theatre from 2000 through 2002. 
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Menzorials may be sent to the 
Jim M cGavran Memorial Award in Nah11·e W1iting 


English Department, University ofNorth Carolina at Charlotte 
9201 University Blvd, Charlotte, N.C. 28223 
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Mark West 


Jim's Career 1973-2014 


Anita Moss 
Sandra Govan 
Jeffrey Leak 
Maya Socolovsl-y 


"Ode: Intimations of Immortality from 
Recollections of Early Childhood" 


-William Wordsworth 


Brook Blaylock 
Joye T. Palmer 
Yekaterina Dolmatova 
Lisa K. McAlister 
Breanoe Weber 
Beth Greene 


"Turn, Turn, Turn (to Enrything There Is a Season)" 


-Pete Seeger 


Sarah Minslow 
Greg Wickliff 


Please join Jim'sfamily and friends at 
the reception following the service. 
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A listing of Jim's degrees, awards, 
publications, and positions, although 
impressive, does not capture Jim's 
passions. In some ways, the pictures 
taped to his office door better reflect the 
real Jim than does a listing of his 
accomplishments. In keeping with Jim's 
playful approach to life, there is a 
picture of Kermit the Frog in the 
middle of the door. 


Jin1's wry sense of humor is reflected in 
the Doonsebury cartoon taped next to 
Kermit. Surrounding Kermit are 
beautiful images of flowers and other 
scenes from nature, which is fitting 
given Jim's passion for the natural 
world. 


At the top of the door there is a 
photograph of a man climbing a cliff. 
Upon dose inspection, one realizes that 
the man in the photograph is Jim. As his 
door proclaims, Jim took joy in life, 
embraced nature, and was always ready 
to climb the next cliff, for he knew that 
when he reached the top he would be 
able to see for miles arOtmd. We trust 
that he is enjoying the view. 








For forty-one years, Jim McGavran taught in the 
Department of English at UNC Charlotte, but sadly his 
long career came to an end with his unexpected death from 
a massive stroke on December 20, 2014. However, his 
presence will be felt in the English Department and the 
broader UNC Charlotte community for many years to 
come. 


Dr. James Holt McGavran, Jr., as he was known to those 
who knew him through his published scholarship, joined the 
English Department in the fall of 1973, shortly after 
completing his PhD in English from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to beginning his doctoral 
work, he had received a BA from the College of Wooster in 
1963 and anMA from Columbia University in 1965. 


Throughout his teaching career at UNC Charlotte, Jim 
taught a wide v.uiety of courses in British literature, but he 
especially enjoyed teaching courses on the English 
Romantics. Over the years, Jim also developed new courses. 
Early in his career, he took an interest in the relationship 
between literature and film. He and a colleague team-taught 
one of the department's first courses in the area of film 
studies. He also created an interdisciplinary graduate 
seminar titled "The Idea of Nature." In recent years, he 
delved into the field of creative nonfiction, and he taught 
several courses on this topic. From the very beginning of his 
career, his students and colleagues recognized Jim's 
extraordinary dedication to teaching. His gifts as a teacher 
resulted in many awards and recognitions, including the 
Bank of America Teaching Excellence Award in 2006 and 
the UNC Board of Governors Teaching Excellence Award 
in 2007. 


In addition to being a gifted teacher, Jim achieved success as 
a scholar. He published numerous articles on the English 
Romantics. He developed a particular interest on the 
relationship between the Romantic Movement and 
children's literature, and he edited three importaut 
collections on this topic:Literature and the Child: Romantic 





